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The Right Honourable and the Honourable 
Knighits, Citizens and Burgeſſes in Far- 
lament aſſembled. 


THE 


HUMBLE PETITION. 


Of the SEAMEN and MARINES on 
Board His Majeſty's Ships, in behalf 
of themſelves, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


HAT your Petitioners relying on the 


Candour * Juſtice of your Honourable Houſe, 


make bold to lay their Grievances before you, hop- 
ing, that when you reflect on them, you will pleaſe 


to give Redrels, As far as your Wiſdoni ſhall deem 


neceſſary. 


We beg Leave to rewind your auguſt Aſſembly, 
that the AQ of Parliament paſſed in the Reign of 


r 
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King Charles II. wherein the Wages of all Seamen 
ſerving on Board His Majeſty's Fleet was ſettled 
palied at a Time when the Necclfaries of Life and 
Slops of every Denomination was at leaſt go per 
Cent. cheaper than at the preſent Time; which en- 
abled Seamen and Marines to provide better for 
their Families, than we can now do with one Half 
Advance. 


We therefore requeſt your Honourable Houle, wil 
be ſo kind as to Reviſe the AR beforementioned, 
and make ſuch Amendments therein, as will enable 
your Petitioners and their Families to live in the 
ſame comfortable Manner as Seamen and Marincrs 
did at that Time. 


Your Petitioners with all humility, laid their Grie- 
vances before the Honourable Earl Howe, and flat- 
tered ourlelves with the hopes, that his Lordſhip 
would have been an Advocate for us, as we have 
been repeatedly under his Command, and made the 
Britiſh Flag ride triumphantly over that (f our Ene- 
mies. But to our great Surprile, we find ourlelves 
unprotected by him, who has feen ſo many Inſtances 
of our Intrepedity, in carrying the Britiſh Flag into 
every Part of the Seas with Victory and Succeſs. 


We profeſs ourſelves as loyal to our Sovereign and 
zealous in the Defence of our Country as the Army 
or Militia can be, and eſteem ourlelves equally en- 
titled to His Majeſty's Munificence, therefore with 
Jealouſy 'we be behold their Pay augmented, and 
their Out-Penfions of Chelſea College encreaſed to 
Thirteen Pounds per Annum. while we remain ne- 
glected, and the Out-Penſioners of Greenwich have 
only Seven Pounds per Annum. 


We your Petitioners, therefore humbly Implore 
that you wal take theſe Matters into Conſideration, 
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and with your accuſtomed Goodneſs and Liberality, 


comply with the Prayer of this Petiton, —and your 
Petitioners as in Duty Bound will ever Pray, &c. 


We, the Delegates of the Fleet, hereunto 
ſign our Names for the Ships Com- 
panies : | 


Royal George-----Valentine Joyce 
John Morris 
Queen Charlotte. Patrick Glynn 
John Udleſon 
Royal Sovereign ſoſeph Green 
John Richardſon 
London——— Alexander Harding 
William Ruly 
610% - Patrick Duga 
John Bethel 
F Adams 
William Anderſon 
Mars Thomas Allen 
James Blithe 


Marlborough-=--- John Vaſſia 
illiam Senator 
Ramilies:--------- Charles Berry 
George Clear 
Robuſt---=-==---- -David Willſon 


John Scrivener 
L' Impetuex===-=-- John Witna 
William Porter 


Defence —.— George (Galaway 
ames Barerick + 
r, woe Mark Turner 


George Salked 

La Pompee------- William Potts 

James Melvin 

Minotaur--------- Dennis Lawley 
George Croſland 

Deſiance John Saunders 

John Huſband 
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The Right Honourable the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


MY LORDS, 


WE, the Seamen of His Majeſty's Navy, 
take the Liberty of Addreſſing your Lordſhips, in 
an Humble Petition, —ſhewing the many Hardſhips 
and Oppreſſions we have laboured under for man 
Years, and which we hope your Lordſhips will Re- 
dreſs, as ſoon as poſſible, we flatter ourſelves that 
your Lordſhips, together with the Nation in General, 
will acknowledge our Worth and good Services, 
both in the American War as well as the preſent ; 
for which good Service your Lerdſhips Petitioners 
do unanimouſly agree in Opinion that their Worth 
to the Nation and laborious Induſtry in Defence of 
their Country, deſerve ſome better Encouragement 
than that we meet with at Preſent ; or from any we 
have experienced. We, your Petitioners do not 
boaſt of our good Services for any other Purpoſe 
than that of putting you and the Nation in mind of 
the Reſpect due to us, nor do we ever intend to 
deviate from our former Character ſo far from any 
thing of that kind, or that an Engliſhman or Men 
ſhould turn their Coats, we likewiſe agree in Opi- 
nion, that we ſhould ſuffer double the Hardſhips 
we have hitherto experienced before we would ſuffer 
the Crown of England to be in the leaſt impoſed 
upon by that of any other Power in the World; we 
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therefore beg TI.cave to inform your Lordſhips of 
the Grievances which we at preſent labour under. 


We, yeur humble Petitioners relying, that your 
Lordſhips will take into early Conſideration the 
Grievances of which we complain, and do not in 


the lcaſt doubt but your Lordſhips will comply with 


our Dehres, which are every way rcaionavle. 


The firſt Grievance which we have to complain of 


is, that our Wages are too low & ought to be railcd, 


that we might, be the better able to ſupport our 
Wives and Families in a Manner comfortable, and 
whom we are in duty bound to ſupport as far as our 
Wages will allow, which we truſt will be looked into 
by your Lordſhips and the Honorable Houſe of 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled. 


We, your Petitioners beg that your Lordſhips 
w1ll take into conſideration the Grievances of which 
we complain, and now lay before you, 


Firſ.— That our Proviſions be raiſed to the Weight 
of Sixteen Ounces to the Pound, and of a 
better Quality, and that our Meaſures may 
be the fame as thoſe uſed in the Commer- 
cial Trade of this Country. 


Secondly—That yonr Petitioners requeſt your Ho- 
nours will be pleaſed to obſerve there 
ſhould be no Flour ſerved while we are in 
Harbour, in any Port whatever, under the 
Command of the Britiſh Flag; and alſo 
that there might be granted a ſufficient 
Quantity of Vegetables of ſuch kind as 
may be the moſt plentiful in the Ports to 
which we go; which we grievouſly com 
plain and Jay under the Want of. 


Thirdly—That your Lordſhips will be pleaſed ſeri- 
ouſly to look into the State of the Sick on 
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Board His Majeſty's Ships, that they may 
be better attended to, and that they may, 
have the uſe of ſuch Neceſſaries as are 
allowed for them in time of their Sickneſs, 
and that theſe Neceſſaries be not on any 
account embezzled. 


Fourthly—That your Lordſhips, will be fo kind as 


to look. into this Aﬀair, which is no-wiſe 
unreaſonable, and that we may be looked 
upon as a number of Men ſtanding in De- 
fence of our Country, and that we may in 
ſome wiſe have grant and opportunity to 
taſle the Sweets of Liberty on Shore, 
when in any Harbour, and when we have 
completed the Duty of our Ship, after our 
return from Sea, and that no Man may in- 
croach upon his Liberty, there ſhall be a 
Boundary limited, and thoſe treſpaſſing 
any further, without a written order from 
the Commanding Officer, ſhall be puniſhed 
according to the Rules of the Navy, which 
is a natural Requeſt and congenial to the 
heart of Man, and certainly to us, that you 


make the boaſt of being the Guardians of 
the Land. 


. Fifthly—That if any Man is wounded in AQtion, 


his Pay be continued until he is cured, and 
diſcharged ; and if any Ship has any real 
Grievances to complain of, we hope your 
Lordſhips will readily Redreſs them, as 
far as is in your Power, to prevent any 


Diſturbances. 


It is alſo unanimouſly agreed by the Fleet, that 
from this Day, that no Grievances ſhall be received 
in order to convince the Nation at large, that we 
know when to ceaſe to aſk, as well as to begin, and 
that we aſk nothing but what is Moderate, and may 


„ 


be granted without detriment to the Nation, or In- 
jury to the Service. 


Given on Board the Queen Charlotte, 
by the Delegates of the Fleet, this 
18th Day of April, 1797. 


Royal George Valentine Joyce 
e Morris 
Queen Charlotte Patrick Glynn 
ohn Udleſon 
Royal ee Green 
— Richardſon 
London Alexander Harding 
William Ruly 


Gloy. — Patrick Dugan 
ary Bethell 
Due Michael Adams 


William Anderſon 
Mars 22 Thomas Allen 
ames Blithe 
uebi. Vaſſia 


illiam Senator 


Ramilies- Charles Berry 
George Clear 
Robuſt - -David Wilſon 


ohn Scrivener 
L' Impetuex------- john Witna 
illiam Porter 
Def, e nce ( -Gecorge Galaw ay 
ames Barerick 
Terrible Mark Turner 
George Salked 
La Pompee William Potts 
ames Melvin 
Minotaur- - -Dennis Lawley 
George Croſland 
Defiance John Saunders 
ohn Huſband 
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